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Curriculum vitae 
 
MATIJA STRLIČ PhD FIIC FRSC  
Professor, Analytical Chemistry (University of Ljubljana) 
Chair, Steering Committee of E-RIHS.SI 
Heritage Science Academy Lead, IPERION HS and E-RIHS  

 
Employment 
01/10/2019-present Professor of Analytical Chemistry, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical 

Technology. 

01/10/2020-30/09/2022 Senior Research Fellow, Smithsonian Institution, Museum Conservation Institute.  

01/10/2014-31/05/2023  Professor of Heritage Science; University College London, The Bartlett School of Energy, 
Environment, and Sustainable Resources, Institute for Sustainable Heritage. 

22/10/2007 Senior Lecturer in Sustainable Heritage; University College London, The Bartlett School of Graduate 
Studies, Centre for Sustainable Heritage.  

20/04/2007 Assistant Professor of Analytical Chemistry; University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and 
Chemical Technology. 

27/06/2002 Associated Professor of Analytical Chemistry; University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and 
Chemical Technology. 

01/08/1995 Faculty Asistant; University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Technology. 

 

Education and skills development 
16/07/2010 AHRC Media training course, London. 

28-30/06/2010 Short Course “Teaching with Cases”, European Case Clearing House, IMD, Lausanne, Switzerland. 

2009-2010 Postgraduate Certificate in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education, University College London. 

28/11/2000 PhD, dissertation title: “New analytical approaches to studies of oxidation and depolymerisation of 
cellulose”. 

1995-2000  Postgraduate study of chemistry (analytical chemistry). 

1988-1995 Gradute study of chemistry at the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of natural sciences and technology. 

 
Membership of professional bodies 
2017- Fellow of the International Institute for Conservation 

2016-2017 Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts 

2015-2018 Chair, ICON Heritage Science Committee 

2011- Member of IIC 

2011- Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry 
2009-2014 Assistant Coordinator: ICOM-CC Scientific Research Group 

2008-2015 Member of the ICON Science Committee  

2007-2011 Member of the Royal Society of Chemistry 
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Awards 
20/11/2015 Ambassador of Science of the Republic of Slovenia Award for the outstanding achievements in 

science and international collaboration 

26/06/2014 Awarded the title Professor of Analytical Chemistry at the University of Ljubljana 

07/12/2007 Award "Best professor of chemistry 2007" by the students of the Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical 
Technology, University of Ljubljana. 

30/11/2005 Award "Best professor of chemistry 2005" by the students of the Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical 
Technology, University of Ljubljana. 

03/10/2005 EUREKA Diploma, awarded by the Slovenian Ministry of Higher Education, Science and technology, 
for the achievements in the frame of the Renova Laser E!2542 project 

07/06/2005 “Best Research Programme Group” 2004, awarded by the Slovenian Research Agency. 

22/02/2002 Zois award, by the Slovenian Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, for the outstanding scientific 
contributions in the field of chemistry. 

15/11/2000 Award for best dissertation by the Pulp, Paper and Paper Converting Industry Association of the 
Slovenian Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Teaching  
2019- MSc Chemistry. University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical technology. 

2019- BA and MA Conservation-Restoration. University of Ljubljana, Academz of Fine Arts. 

2018-2020 MRes in Heritage Science. University College London, The Bartlett School of Graduate Studies 

2010-2018 MRes in Heritage Science. University College London, The Bartlett School of Graduate Studies, 
Course Director 

2008-2019 MSc in Sustainable Heritage. University College London, The Bartlett School of Graduate Studies 

2008-2019 MSc in Conservation for Archaeology and Museums. University College London, Institute of 
Archaeology 

2005-2010 MSc Chemistry. University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical technology. 

2005-2008 MSc Chemical Education. University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical technology. 

2005 Chemistry for conservators/restorers; series of lectures organised by the Slovenian Society for 
Restorers. 

1997-2008 BSc Chemistry (laboratory practice). University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical 
technology. 

 

Visiting professor 
2007 Non- and Micro-destructive analysis of cultural heritage (postgraduate course for students of 

conservation); Visiting professor, EVTEK University of applied sciences, Helsinki, Finland. 

 

Examiner 
2023   Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Trondheim, Norway 

2020, 2023  University of Melbourne, Australia 

2018   Imperial College London, UK 

2015   Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 

2015   Aalto University, Espoo, Finland 

2015   University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria 

2012-   UCL, UK 

2012   University of Barcelona, Spain 

2010   Cardiff University, UK 

2005-   University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 

Peer Review 
2016-   Member of the EPSRC Peer Review College 

2012-   Member of the AHRC Peer Review College 

Reviewed proposals EU Horizon 2020, EU FP7 and funding bodies of Austria, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Netherlands, Slovenia and Switzerland. 

 

Workshops   
10-19/11/2015 Cleaning Methodologies and Scientific Evaluation, Conservation Center of the Grand Egyptian 

Museum, Cairo, Egypt. 

14/11/2013  Collections Demography Workshop, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, USA. 
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26/05/2011  Historic Paper and Ink, Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Alexandria, Egypt. 

06/04/2011  E=mc2 – Efficiency Is in Microclimate Control, NetHeritage Conference, Krakow, Poland. 

21-22/05/2009  Historic paper – Degradation and Non-Destructive Testing, University College London, London. 

8-9/7/2008  SurveNIR workshop: Near infrared spectroscopy tool for collection surveying, Ljubljana 

8-9/7/2008  PaperTreat workshop: Evaluation of mass deacidification processes, Ljubljana 

31/01-01/02/2008  Historic paper – Degradation and Non-Destructive Testing, University College London, London. 

10-15/09/2007  COST Interdisciplinary Training School On Cultural Heritage, Genova. 

22-24/08/2007  Chemistry for Conservators I, Ljubljana. 

02/02/2007  Paper microanalysis workshop, BL Mellon project, Edinburgh. 

20/11/2005  Papylum workshop: Paper analysis, Ljubljana. 

15/11/2005  InkCor workshop: Stabilisation of iron gall ink documents, Ljubljana. 

 

Supervision 
2001- Primary supervisor of 19 PhD students. Theses completed: Yujia Luo, Cecilia Bembibre, Yun Liu, 

Margot Prentice, Jacob L. Thomas, Ann Fenech, Eva Menart, Josep Grau-Bove, Tiphaine Bardon 
(University College London), and Drago Kočar, Vid Šelih, Vesna Weingerl, Alenka Možir, Giovanna 
Piantanida and Tanja Trafela (University of Ljubljana). 

 Secondary supervisor: Dzhordzhio Naldzhiev, Charles Willard, Alexander Nimmo (University College 
London), Jasna Malesic (University of Ljubljana) 

 

2003-2007  Supervised 34 diploma students. 

 

Management  
2021- I0-E012 “European Research Infrastructure for Heritage Science”, Slovenian node infrastructure 

funding, Project coordinator 

2022-2024 H2020 “Alliance for Research on Cultural Heritage in Europe”, Co-Investigator 

2022-2024 H2020 “European Research Infrastructure for Heritage Science Implementation Phase”, Co-
Investigator 

2022-2025  Horizon Europe GreenArt “GREen ENdeavor in Art ResToration”, Co-Investigator 

2022-2024  SI ARRS/BE WEAVE “SAFESILK: Metal salt-induced silk degradation in heritage collections”, 
Project coordinator 

2022-2024 SI ARRS/PL CEUS “PVCare: Preventive Conservation Strategies for Poly(vinyl chloride) Objects”, 
Project coordinator 

2022-2024 SI ARRS/PL CEUS “ODOTHEKA: International archive of smells of heritage objects”, Project 
coordinator 

2022-2024 SI ARRS “LIGNIN: Effects of lignin degradation on paper-based materials in extreme conditions”, 
Project coordinator 

2021-2023 H2020 Marie Sklodowska Curie Fellowship Dr. Hassan Ebeid “ISLAPAP: Understanding the Material 
Culture of Islamic Paper and Inks”, Project mentor  

2021-2023 H2020 Marie Sklodowska Curie Fellowship Dr. Floriana Coppola “UNCERTIR: Analytical Uncertainty 
of Quantitative Methods Based on IR-spectroscopy for Heritage Material Characterisation”, Project 
mentor  

2021-2023 H2020 “ODEUROPA: Negotiating Olfactory and Sensory Experiences in Cultural Heritage Practice 
and Research”, Co-Investigator 

2020-2024 H2020 “IPERION HS: Integrated Platform for European Research Infrastructure – Heritage Science”, 
Co-Investigator 

2014-2022 EPSRC Doctoral Training Centre “Science and Engineering in Arts, Heritage and Archaeology”, Co-
Investigator 

2018-2022 H2020 “Active & intelligent PAckaging materials and display cases as a tool for preventive 
conservation of Cultural Heritage” – Co-Investigator 

2017-2019 Horizon 2020 “European Research Infrastrucutre for Heritage Science – Preparatory Phase” – Co-
Investigator 

2015-2018 Horizon 2020 “NANORESTART - NANOmaterials for the REStoration of works of ART”, Co-
Investigator 

2011-2016  EPSRC EP/I02929X/1 Complex Built Environment Systems (CBES) Platform Grant “The  
   Unintended Consequences of Decarbonising the Built Environment”, Co-Investigator 

2013-2015 7th Framework Marie Curie IEF “SmellModel”, Project co-ordinator 
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2013-2014 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Development Grant “Rigour and Relevance: 
Mind the Gap in Heritage Science Research”, Co-Investigator 

2013   UK AHRC Creative Economy Knowledge Exchange Project “Design with Heritage”, Co-Investigator 

2010-2013 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Large Grant – “Collections Demography: On 
Dynamic Evolution of Populations of Objects”, Principal investigator 

2010-2013 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Large Grant – “Heritage Smells!”, Co-
Investigator 

2010-2013 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Post Doctoral Fellowship – “Change or 
Damage? Effect of Climate Change on Decorative Furniture Surfaces in Historic Properties”, Mentor 

2010-2013 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Post Doctoral Fellowship – “Accessible heritage 
– Remote trans-continental heritage monitoring system”, Mentor 

2008-2012 7th Framework PopArt: “Strategy for the preservation of plastic artefacts in museums collections”, 
Project partner 

2008-2012 7th Framework TEACH: “Technologies and tools to prioritize Assessment and diagnosis of air 
pollution impact on immovable and movable Cultural Heritage”, Project partner 

2008-2011 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Collaborative Research Studentship – Lifetime 
of Colour Photographs in Mixed Archival Collections”, Grant holder 

2009-2010  Building Environment Simulation project, financed by The National Archives, Kew, Project partner 

2006-2010 COST D42 ”Chemical interactions between cultural artefacts and the indoor environment – EnviArt«, 
Workgroup coordinator. 

2009-2010 St.Paul’s Cathedral Wren Library environmental assessment project, Project partner 

2008-2010 UK Technology Strategy Board - Heritage Intelligence: “Cultural Heritage Environmental Monitoring 
with Intelligent Sensor Systems”, Project partner 

2009 UK Science & Heritage programme (AHRC/EPSRC) Research Cluster – “EGOR “Environmental 
Guidelines Opportunities and Risks”, Co-Investigator 

2009   The British Library Identical Books Project, Project partner 

2008-2009 7th Framework CHRESP: “8th European Conference on Research for Protection, Conservation and 
Enhancement of Cultural Heritage”, Project partner 

2007-2009 ARRS L1-9710-0103-06 PaperVOC "Volatile organic compounds in paper-based cultural heritage 
collections – source of information or health risk?", Project coordinator. 

2006-2008  MSZS/MKGP V4-0321 CRP “Phenolic potential of plum and cherry local cultivars”, project  

manager. 

2005-2008  6th Framework PaperTreat "Evaluation of mass deacidification processes", Project partner 

2005-2008  6th Framework SurveNIR "Near Infrared Tool for Collection Surveying", Project coordinator. 

2004-2008 COST E41 "Analytical tools with applications for wood and pulping chemistry", Slovenian 
coordinator. 

2006   Culture 2000 “Saving sacred relics of European medieval cultural heritage”, External advisor. 

2001-2006  COST G7 “Laser conservation of artworks”, Slovenian coordinator. 

2002-2005  5th Framework MIP “Metals in paper”, Project partner 

2002-2005  5th Framework INKCOR “Stabilisation of iron-gall ink containing paper”, Project partner 

2002-2005 MSZS/MKGP CRP V4-0738 “Physiological milestones of integrated winegrowing”, Project partner 

2002-2004  Eureka RENOVA-LASER “Laser renovation of monuments and artworks”, Project partner 

2001-2004 5th Framework PAPYLUM “Chemiluminescence – a novel tool in paper conservation studies”, 
Scientific coordinator. 

2001-2004  Slovenian-Polish project “Laser renovation and diagnosis of art.works”, Project coordinator. 

2001-2003  MSZS L2-3195 “Development of a technical laser prototype for paper restoration”, Project partner 

1999-2001  Eureka Laclepa “Laser cleaning of paper and parchment”, Project partner 

 

Organisational activities 
2022- Heritage Science Academy Coordinator, H2020 “IPERION HS: Integrated Platform for European 

Research Infrastructure – Heritage Science” and H2020 “European Research Infrastructure for 
Heritage Science Implementation Phase” 

20-21/06/2016 Scientific Committee Member: “2nd International Conference on Science and Engineering in Arts, 
Heritage and Archaeology”, Oxford, UK 

03-04/03/2016 Scientific Committee Member: “Indoor Air Quality in Heritage and Historic Environments.” 12th 
International Conference, Birmingham, UK 

14-15/07/2015 Advisory and Organisation Committee Member: “1st International Conference Science and 
Engineering in Arts, Heritage and Archaeology”, London, UK 
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03-06/06/2014 Scientific Committee Member: “LACONA 10 – Use of Lasers in Conservation”, Sharjah, UAE 

13-16/04/2014 Scientific Committee Member: “Indoor Air Quality in Heritage and Historic Environments.” 11th 
International Conference, Prague, Czech Republic 

23/07/2013 Chairperson: “Collections Demography Colloquium”, London, UK 

17-23/06/2012 Chairperson: “Indoor Air Quality 10”, London, UK 

07-10/09/2011 Co-chairperson: “LACONA 9 – Use of Lasers in Conservation”, London, UK 

12-13/09/2011 Scientific Committee Member: “Anoxia and Microfading - The impact on collection care, London, UK 

21-23/04/2010 Scientific Committee Member: “Indoor Air Quality 9”, Chalon-sur-Saône, France 

10-13/11/2008 Co-coordinator: “8th European Conference on Research for Protection, Conservation and 
Enhancement of Cultural Heritage”, Ljubljana, Slovenia 

07-09/07/2008 Co-coordinator: "Durability of Paper and Writing II", Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

17-19/04/2008  Scientific Committee Member: “Indoor Air Quality 8”, Vienna, Austria 

12/07-14/07/2007 Scientific Committee member: "From Grape to Wine" - 1st International Junior Researchers' Meeting, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia 

27/09-29/09/2006 Scientific Committee member: "12th International Symposium on Separation Sciences", Lipica, 
Slovenia.  

17/11-18/11/2005  Coordinator: “Use of Lasers in Conservation and Conservation Science”, Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

16/11-19/11/2004  Co-coordinator: "Durability of Paper and Writing", Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

01/09-03/09/2004 Scientific Committee member: “European conference ‘Sustaining Europe’s Cultural Heritage: From 
Research to Policy’, London, UK. 

11/03-12/03/2004  Co-coordinator: “ICOM-CC graphic documents interim meeting”, Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

27/08-30/08/2003 Scientific Committee member: “13th International Symposium "Spectroscopy in Theory and 
Practice", Nova Gorica, Slovenia. 

03/06-05/06/2002 Co-coordinator: “7th International Symposium “Advances in Analytical Separation Science - 
Chromatography and Electrophoresis”, Pörtschach/Wörthersee, Austria. 

 

Editorial work 
2018 Guest Editor: Special Issue on ‘Heritage Science’, Angewandte Chemie, Wiley. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1521-3773.HeritageScience  
2017- Member of the Editorial Board: “Heritage”, MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. 

http://www.mdpi.com/journal/heritage  
2016- Member of the Editorial Board (book series): “Cultural Heritage Science”, Springer Nature, London, 

UK, ISSN: 2366-6226. http://www.springer.com/series/13104  
2014- Member of the Editorial Board: “Polymer Degradation and Stability”, Elsevier, London, UK, ISSN 

0141-3910. http://www.journals.elsevier.com/polymer-degradation-and-stability/  
2014 Guest Editor: Special Issue on ‘Polymers in Art and History – Degradation and Stabilisation’, Polymer 

Degradation and Stability, Elsevier 
2013- Member of the Editorial Board: “Heritage Science”, Chemistry Central/Springer Science+Business 

Media, London, UK, ISSN 2050-7445. http://www.heritagesciencejournal.com/    
2010-   Member of the Editorial Board: “Studies in Conservation”, Maney, London, UK, ISSN 0039-3630. 

http://www.maney.co.uk/index.php/journals/sic/   

2013- Member of the Editorial Board: “e-Preservation science”. Morana RTD, Ivančna Gorica, Slovenia. 
ISSN 1581-9280. http://www.morana-rtd.com/e-preservationscience/ 

2004-2013 Editor: “e-Preservation science”. Morana RTD, Ivančna Gorica, Slovenia. ISSN 1581-9280. 
http://www.morana-rtd.com/e-preservationscience/ 

2003-2010 Member of the Editorial Bboard: “Acta chimica slovenica”, Slovenian Chemical Society, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia. ISSN 1318-0207. http://acta.chem-soc.si/index.html 

2004-2008 Member of the Editorial Board: “Papir”, Society of engineers and paper technologists, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia , ISSN 0350-6614. 

 

Patent  
2010 M. Anders, D. A. Lichtblau, J. Kolar, J. Malešič, M. Strlič, M. Šala, M. Kočevar: “Antioxidant for an 

organic material and method for treating the same”, EP1664431, 2010-08-04, European Patent 
Office, 2010. 
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